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Day 1 & 2 -  Principles of the 
Constitution 

CW p. 2
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3. Checks and Balances

impeached .
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Determines whether
a law is constitutional

& may impeach them

- division of power where federal government controls
some things and the states control others.
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Delegated powers: Powers given to the federal government

Reserved powers: Powers kept by the states
- regulate schools, Punish criminals, etc.

Concurrent Powers: Shared between the fed. and state
- taxes, courts (fed and state), maintain order

Federalism

State    Federal
(reserved powers) (delegated powers)

shared powers

Declare war

Coin money

Post office

Punish criminals

Driver's license rules

Education

Marriage laws

taxes
police
courts
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federal highways
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c.
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1. Vice-President  2. Speaker of the House,
3. President pro tempore of the Senate,
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RIGHT
that protects that right.

Principles of the Constitution
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Matrix for Understanding 

4th Amendment
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8th Amendment - 

7th Amendment - Right to jury trial in civil cases

C.
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1st Amendment - Freedom of speech

D.
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Rights not mentioned in the Bill of Rights

No quartering troops
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Right to bear arms

H.
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J.

page 5 in packet

the
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Entrance Task:  Think: Are there any aspects of the 

US government that are not expressed in the US 
Constitution?

Today: The Unwritten Constitution

Homework: Read page 7 in packet

9. Undemocra
c Features

a. Originally:

1. Only House of Representa�ves were popularly elected, 

Senators were chosen by state legislatures

2. No Bill of Rights

3. Vice-President chosen by the electoral college

b. S�ll in prac�ce today:

1. Electoral College is the final determinant of who becomes 

president

2. Judges at the federal level are not elected; the President 

nominates and the Senate approves them. State judges 

are elected or appointed and district a-orneys are elected

Page 4
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Page 6

* the 21st Amendment repealed the 18th Amendment (prohibition) 
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True or False
1. The Constitution  created political parties.

2. The Constitution limited the term of the 

president to two terms.

3. The various department the US government 

were created in the Constitution. 
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Page 

8

Page 9

State Assembly
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Charles Schumer
Kirsten Gillibrand

Posi
ons in Na
onal Government:

Barack Obama

There are NINE Supreme Court Justices

The Roberts Court,  Back row (left to right): 

Sonia Sotomayor, Stephen G. Breyer, Samuel 

A. Alito, and Elena Kagan. Front row (left to 

right): Clarence Thomas, Antonin Scalia, 

Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Anthony 

Kennedy, and Ruth Bader Ginsburg
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Positions in NY State Government

Total = 4

Homework: Read page 7 in packet
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The Cabinet:
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Electoral College Promise

Political Parties:
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Term Limits for President

No person shall be elected to the office of the President more 
than twice, and no person who has held the office of President, 
or acted as President, for more that two years of a term to 
which some other person was elected President shall be 
elected to the office of President more than once.
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Supreme Court Cases
Entrance Task: Pick up a green Supreme

Court case booklet before you sit down

(Please do not write on them)

Today: Landmark Supreme Court cases and 
the Bill of Rights

Homework: Study for quest on Wednesday

Classwork packet - pages 12-13

* Using the information in the 

       Supreme Court Case packet, complete

   the matrix on landmark cases relating

   to the Bill of Rights.
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Homework:None

Police entered Mapp's
home looking for a
bomber and illegal
gambling materials and
found illegal porn

Rule in Mapp's favor and
said her 4th amendment
rights were violated

iIlegally gained evidence
may not be used against
a defendant
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NYS Board of Regents
required students to
recite a prepared

it as contrary to their
beliefs. State court
upheld the prayer

Court ruled that the
prayer violated the
Establishment Clause of

Court later banned
Bible reading in public
school assemblies or
classrooms

Student newspaper was
censored by the
principal, violating their

Student rights not the
same in school as
outside
Newspaper is the
school's and student
writers are not protected

Amendment

Students do not have 

Amendment rights when 
on school property.
Officials may restrict 
speech based on 
"legitimate pedagogical 
concerns"

prayer
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Homework:Review for Quest 
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blessings upon us, our parents, our teachers
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